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With the elevating of the status of vocabulary in the whole language system, 
vocabulary learning becomes a hot topic in linguistic field. How to improve the 
efficiency of vocabulary memorizing and enlarge the vocabulary is a research topic 
which deserves to be focus of attention. This topic has been studied from various 
perspectives in various ways and accordingly great results have been achieved. This 
dissertation chooses to research this topic from the angle of lexicography. Among so 
many kinds of dictionaries, learner’s dictionary is of greatest significance in helping 
second language learners with vocabulary learning, while thesaurus has always been 
in a state of neglect. The author holds the opinion that thesaurus should be attached 
importance to because it cognitively follows people’s acquisition order and rule. To 
illustrate her point, the dissertation begins its discussion from literature review of 
thesaurus and learner’s dictionary, then proceeds to comparison of thesaurus and 
learner’s dictionary in helping second language learners with vocabulary learning, 
finally to the implication of the two types of dictionaries to vocabulary learning and 
conclusion. Through the comparison and contrast of thesaurus and learner’s dictionary, 
the dissertation aims to point out the advantages and disadvantages of thesaurus and 
accordingly puts forward some suggestions for thesaurus compiling. Thesaurus’ 
advantages lie in its fully utilizing human being’s cognitive capacity while its 
disadvantages lies in its lack of translation, cultural information and context. So, at 
last, the dissertation suggests the thesaurus should include translation, enough cultural 
notes and examples, and at the same time calls on learners to pay enough attention to 
thesaurus. 
The innovative part of the dissertation exists in the using of different theories to 
find the utility value of thesaurus in vocabulary learning and fresh new material 
analysis. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
With the fast development of technology and economy, the world becomes 
smaller and smaller in people’s opinion of view. The communication and exchanges 
between nations become more and more efficient and frequent, in which English, as 
the most widely used language in the world, becomes almost a must for modern 
people. We began to take up English study when we were even a little kid. Although 
so many years’ effort is put into English studying, a lot of us are still not competent 
English users. We still have problems in listening, reading, speaking, writing and 
interpreting. This phenomenon is caused by lack of active vocabulary we get. It has 
been reported that most English learners believe that the most difficult aspect of 
learning English involves the acquisition of vocabulary sufficient to meet their 
receptive and productive communicative needs and most learners hold the idea that 
the acquisition of vocabulary, especially active vocabulary should be paid a lot of 
attention and deserves a lot of time. Famous English linguist D.A Wilkins (1972) has 
said: “Without grammar you can’t have good production, while you can produce 
nothing without vocabulary.” The other famous American writer and educator L.Ron 
Hubbar held the opinion that the most important factor of understanding and applying 
English to use is vocabulary. Vocabulary is the smallest meaning unit of language, just 
as brick is the smallest component for buildings. Human beings’ mental activities and 
exchanges depend on vocabulary. Without adequate vocabulary, one can’t master a 
language. The quantity and quality of vocabulary one masters directly decide his 
language production ability. So, vocabulary is an extremely important part of 
language learning. This is also why vocabulary study has received warm welcome in 
the past twenty years. Dictionary is a great helper for both first language speakers and 
second language learners. This paper is to discuss both the advantages and 
disadvantages of the two kinds of dictionaries in helping the second language learners 
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thesaurus. 
This thesis adopts comparison and contrast to show the different roles thesaurus 
and learner’s dictionary play in helping second language learners with vocabulary 
learning. Learner’s dictionary receives warm welcome from and is widely used by 
second language learners, therefore its value in helping learners with vocabulary has 
been long estimated and fully realized. However, thesaurus, to second language 
learners, is far from a familiar thing. Its advantages in improving learners’ efficiency 
of vocabulary memorizing and enlarging learners’ vocabulary have not been fully 
shown to readers. Consequently, this dissertation lays its emphasis on the value of 
thesaurus in helping learners with the vocabulary while giving a brief introduction of 
the advantages of learner’s dictionary in enlarging learners’ vocabulary. At the same 
time, this dissertation also points out the disadvantages of thesaurus in helping 
learners with vocabulary learning and gives some advice on thesaurus compiling. To 
illustrate the author’s point, four chapters are included in the dissertation. 
The first chapter is the introduction part. This part mainly talks about the 
research background, the thesis of the dissertation, and the method of research, layout 
of the dissertation and finally the problems and inadequacy of the research result. 
The second chapter is literature review of thesaurus and learner’s dictionary. This 
chapter includes three parts. The first part is general introduction of thesaurus, which 
is constituted by meaning of the term “thesaurus”, different definitions of thesaurus, 
historical development and typology of thesaurus. The second part is general 
introduction of learner’s dictionary, which includes the history and classification of 
English dictionary and introduction of learner’s dictionary. The third part is a brief 
introduction of acquisition order of first language and second language. 
The third chapter is the body part of the whole dissertation. It is also made up of 
two parts. The first part is theoretical framework and material analysis. Four theories 
are chosen for the thesis: semantic field, internal lexicon, the theory of prototypes and 
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perspectives. Semantic field shows the perspective from structure semantics, internal 
lexicon from psychological linguistics, finally, the theory of prototypes and frame 
semantics from cognitive semantics. Materials after each theory have their origins 
from Longman Language Activator (LLA), Roget’s Thesaurus and etc. Theories and 
materials combine to manifest the main pros and also some minor cons of thesaurus in 
helping second language learners with vocabulary learning. The second part of this 
chapter is to show the cons of thesaurus when compared with learner’s dictionary and 
at the same time affirms the achievement of learner’s dictionary in helping learners 
with vocabulary. 
The final chapter is about the implication of thesaurus and learner’s dictionary to 
vocabulary learning and conclusion. The whole chapter is actually a concluding part, 
which repeats the importance of the role thesaurus play in learners’ vocabulary 
learning. This part also lists some examples to make learners really know how to use 
thesaurus to increase their vocabulary. Because of the common use of learner’s 
dictionary, its implication to vocabulary learning is paid minor attention. Finally, the 
author offers her advice in the compiling practice of thesaurus and advocates second 
language learner’s use of thesaurus. 
There also exist a lot of problems in the dissertation. First, in the aspect of the 
definition of thesaurus and learner’s dictionary, though two kinds of definitions are 
both illustrated in the paper, there are still some unclear cases. LLA is defined as 
hybrid thesaurus in this paper because it combines both the features of thesaurus and 
learner’s dictionary. Its vague nature makes it a thorny problem in the research. To 
make the research point more convincing and help the paper proceed well, the author 
defines LLA as thesaurus and accordingly employs LLA as material source to illustrate 
her point. Second, because the development of thesaurus, later thesauri become more 
and more user-friendly. But at the same time, they lose some original features.  
Roget’s thesaurus, which is said to be suitable for natives, lists its words including 
synonyms, antonyms, and hyponyms and words belonging to the same semantic field. 
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semantic field theory, this is not the most favorable way to memorize vocabulary. So, 
different thesauri have their own advantages and disadvantages in helping learners 
with the vocabulary. Therefore, to make the part of material analysis perfect, the 
detailed study of different thesauri in helping learners with vocabulary learning should 
be done. However the dissertation is lacking in this part due to the space limitation 
and the giant number of thesauri. Third, this dissertation aims to fully analyze 
thesaurus and its advantages and disadvantages in helping learners with vocabulary 
learning; however, it doesn’t provide specific suggestion of how to make a perfect 
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Chapter 2 Literature Review of Thesaurus and 
Learner’s Dictionary 
2.1 General introduction of thesaurus 
2.1.1 Definition of thesaurus 
It is a necessity to make a general survey of the definition of thesaurus in order to 
dig deep into the research target here. 
2.1.1.1 Meaning of the term “thesaurus” 
Many terms are used to refer to concept–based dictionaries in English such as 
classified dictionary, analogical dictionary, ideological dictionary, thematic dictionary, 
categorized dictionary, semantic dictionary, notional dictionary, organic dictionary, 
conceptual dictionary, onomasiological dictionary, etc. Among all these terms, 
‘thesaurus’ is the most preferable one. Consequently this term will be employed in 
this dissertation. 
To begin with, the source and meaning of the word “thesaurus” should be made 
clear. The word “thesaurus” originates from Greek and was borrowed into English 
from Latin, meaning “treasure, storehouse”, and “ a ‘storehouse’ of knowledge, as a 
dictionary, encyclopedia, or the like”(OED 2), namely “知识宝库” in Chinese. There 
are many Chinese translated versions for thesaurus such as 分类词典，类属词典，义
序辞书,类语词典,类义词典,词库，词语宝库,意海,词汇集，同类词汇编，义类词
典，义族词典，词林 etc. Later, according to the translation that Zhang Boran made in 
the preface of Dictionary of Lexicography, it is stereotyped into “类义词典” in 
Chinese Lexicography. From the evolution of its meaning, we can see its present 
meaning has experienced extension and has gone far away from its original one. 
2.1.1.2 Different views towards the definition of thesaurus 
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through a lot of changes. Generally, there are several versions of definition for 
thesaurus, which will be discussed as follows: 
(1)Landau’s definition 
Landau (1984:24) defines it from the following three levels 
A “storehouse” of knowledge such as exhaustive encyclopedia or dictionary, 
especially a monumental dictionary of a language, arranged alphabetically. 
Exhaustive list of words from the general language, without definitions, arranged 
systematically according to the ideas they express. 
A list of subject headings, especially for a particular field of knowledge, arranged 
in alphabetic or classified order and used for information retrieval and related 
purposes. 
Clearly, the first type of thesaurus in landau’s definition has already ceased to use. 
It can only been found in the past. The second types are the typical thesaurus and 
widely used. A case in point is Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases. The 
third ones are recognized in the context of information science and they will not be 
discussed here in this thesis. (董云梅，2008：8) 
(2)Kay’s definition 
Kay (1984) states “the word ‘thesaurus’ is, in language studies, used generally of 
a thematic organization of lexis. As its most rudimentary level, the term is used of 
vocabulary presented in parallel, without any further organization than the actual 
linear order in which the word occur in cognate texts. More often the term is used of 
vocabulary, especially in information retrieval.” 
(3)Xu Hai’s definition 
Based on these conclusions from his precedents, Xu Hai (1998) summarized his 
definition of “thesaurus” as a meaning-based reference book whose entries are 
arranged systematically according to senses, where related words on a particular 
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is chiefly designed to facilitate production in writing, vocabulary acquisition, to 
promote language study and give a helping hand when translating work is done. 
(4)Hartmann’s definition 
In the opinion of Hartmann and James (2002:142), thesaurus means “a type of 
reference work which presents the vocabulary of a language, language variety or 
subject discipline by systematically tracing synonym networks between words within 
semantic domains.”（董云梅，2008：8） 
Comments and implications 
Among these four types of definitions, Kay’s definition is an encyclopedia one. 
Landau’s definition can’t adapt to the present situation for it doesn’t take the newly 
emerged type of thesauri such as LLA into consideration. Since Hartmann mainly 
worked on lexicography，it can’t catch all the extension and features of thesaurus. 
Therefore he just dealt with thesauri from a very general macro panorama. 
Xu Hai’s definition of thesaurus includes thesaurus’ foundation, entry designing, 
and purpose. He grasped the essence of thesaurus, therefore this definition is the most 
complete and favorable one in the thesis. 
2.1.2 Historical development of thesaurus 
In its evolutionary history, Er Ya is usually acknowledged as the earliest embryo 
of thesaurus in the world. The most noteworthy example of an old English universal 
topical glossary, representing the beginnings of English onomasiological lexicography, 
is the one published as an appendix to Aelfric’s Grammar of Latin. 
The earliest dictionaries of this type were rooted in Latin, e.g. Robert Estinne’s 
Dictionarium, seu Latinal linguage Thesaurus, and Tomas Cooper’s Latin-English 
Thesaurus Linguae Romanae et Britannicae and so forth. 
Nowadays, thesaurus is synonymous with Roget. However, there are still many 
other types of thesauri that should be noted. Except for traditional conceptual 
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